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Annexure

Investment Facilitation Centers
Introduction

The Industries Department of the Government of Kerala is the cornerstone in the
state's economic development, playing a crucial role in fostering a robust
industrial ecosystem. By creating a conducive environment for businesses, the
department aims to drive economic growth, generate employment, and enhance
the overall quality of life for its citizens. The department through the initiatives of
Directorate of Industries and Commerce (D1&C) gear up towards promoting
entrepreneurship, facilitating investments, and ensuring sustainable industrial
development by creating industrial infrastructure and simplifying processes for
regulatory procedures and approvals. It extends financial  and technical
assistance to new entrepreneurs and supports traditional industries through
various schemes. The Directorate aims to achieve intensive industrialization in
the State through consciously planned and focused efforts to facilitate setting up
enterprises in the potential sectors with substantial investment and thereby
creating more employment opportunities.

Kerala offers a favorable investment climate,characterized by its high
human development index, stable political environment, and investor-friendly
policies. The state's emphasis on education ensures a steady supply of competent
professionals, while its well-developed road networks, ports, and airports
facilitate smooth transportation of goods and services. Initiatives like the "Year.
of Enterprises" and "Mission 1000" demonstrate the government's commitment to
promoting MSMEs and large scale industries, providing financial support, skill
development, and other incentives.

The new Kerala Industrial policy aims to create enabling industrial
infrastructure facilities in the state and upgradation of existing infrastructure for
industries. The policy is formulated with the objective to attract new investments,
particularly in technology domains, by focusing on high-priority sectors such as
Artificial Intelligence (Al), Blockchain, Machine Learning, Big Data Analytics,
and Robotics. The policy offers several incentives, including low interest loans,
capital subsidies, and tax exemptions, to foster the growth of these sunrise
industries. By creating a supportive ecosystem for technology-driven industries,
the Kerala Industrial Policy 2023 aims to position the state as a hub for
innovation and high-tech investments.

However, Kerala also faces various challenges in attracting industrial
investments which includes concerns about sustainability due to demographic
shifts, climate changes, environmental concerns, and fiscal challenges,
necessitating a revisit of the state's development approach.

In view of the changing times and the demands of the business environment,
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there is an opportunity of new investment. The Department of Industries, in tune
with the demands of the industrial environments proposes to formulate and
implement facilitation center and create a conducive atmosphere for the
investment and trade to exist and grow in the State. Taluk Facilitation Centers
(TFC) will be established at all industrial, taluks in the state along with facilitation
cells at the district and state level for the monitoring and coordination of the
various activities of the Taluk level facilitation centers.

TALUK INVESTMENT FACILITATION CELL

Taluk Facilitation Centers will be established under the aegis of Directorate
of Industries and Commerce, in all the taluks of the state. The TFCs are
established with the view of facilitating new and existing investors, to further
streamline investment processes and provide localized support to businesses.
These centers will function as one stop solutions for investors, offering guidance
and assistance in navigating the regulatory landscape. Bydecentralizing support
and making it more accessible, the industries department aims to attract more
investments and foster a robust industrial ecosystem across the state.

The TFC shall function from the Taluk Industries Office under the guidance
of the Assistant District Industries Officer (ADIO). The Industries Extension
Officers of the Taluk, Taluk Resource Persons and any other officers at the Taluk
Industries Office as designated by the ADIO shall be the members of the TFC.
The team shall support the ADIO in promoting investments to foster a dynamic
industrial ecosystem in the region.

The TFC team shall strive to

e Promote and foster investment in the region.

e Generate leads of potential investors.

e [dentify existing entrepreneurs who wish to reinvest for expansion,
diversification, or modernization of the existing enterprise.

e Handhold the investors through regulatory procedures and for assistance
under various government schemes.

e Conduct awareness programs and sector specific B2B meets for the
investment promotion.

e Data collection, analysis, and continuous monitoring of the ongoing
investments.

DISTRICT INVESTMENT FACILITATION CELL
District Investment Facilitation Cells shall be established at all the districts
to coordinate and monitor various activities of the TFCs in the district. The
district facilitation cells shall strive to ensure coordinated efforts of the TFCs
within the districts to bolstering the overall investment climate in the district.
The manager in charge of investment promotion shall also be in charge of
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the District Investment Facilitation cell and shall be responsible for the
coordination and monitoring of the various investment promotion activities
carried out by the TFCs. The District Resource Person and the K-SWIFT
Executive shall assist the manager in the various activities of the center. The
General Manager of the District shall offer necessary guidance for the functioning
of the cell and shall be responsible for the overall monitoring and evaluation of the
all the investment promotion initiatives in the district.

The district investment facilitation cell shall

Identify investment leads and pass on the leads to the TFC concerned.
Coordinate various investment promotion activities in the district.

Provide all support to the TFCs for conducting their activities.

Liaise with other departments, wherever necessary.

Organize district level activities for investment promotion and awareness
creation.

e Monitor various activities of the TFC and provide necessary guidance and
support.

STATE INVESTMENT FACILITATION CELL

The state level investment facilitation cell of Directorate of Industries and
commerce to coordinate the activities of investment facilitation cells at district
level and taluk level. It shall be responsible for the overall monitoring of the
various investment facilitation activities happening across the state. K.S.I.D.C is
the investment promotion agency in the state of Kerala. The state level investment
facilitation cell support the activities of investment promotion of K.S.I.D.C.
Investment promotions at field level carry by way of district and taluk level
investment facilitation cells through out Kerala. The state level investment
facilitation cell closely monitoring the activities of district and taluk level
facilitation cell and converge, with .K.S.I.D.C.

Additional Director Industries and Commerce (ADIC) (T) shall be
Incharge of the state investment facilitation cell. The ADIC shall be assisted by
Deputy Director and Assistant Director for coordinating various activities related
to investment promotion in the state.

The State Investment Facilitation Cell shall

e Coordinate the state level investment promotion activities.

e Coordinate with the district level investment promotion teams to ensure a
favorable investment climate in the state

e Monitor the activities of the TFCs and district investment facilitation
centers.

e Coordinate with other departments and government organizations like
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KSIDC for facilitating investors.
e Organize state level investment promotion events and awareness campaigns.



